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About RiverBend Films  

 
RiverBend Films is the personal production studio of filmmaker Kevin G. Bender 
and has been in operation since September 2003 under the name AmrasSaralonde 
Films and since October 2006 under its present name. RiverBend Films is 
responsible for such films as The Receipt and Below the Beltway along with 
numerous short films and other projects. 
 

 
 

Quick Facts: 
 

¶ RiverBend Films has produced over 30 short films and 4 feature films, with more in-production 
 

¶ We are an independently-operated production studio that self-finances all film productions 
 

¶ Our most inexpensive project (Checkmate) cost $0, and our most expensive project (The Receipt) cost $10,000 
 

¶ The Receipt was the most-ambitious student film project ever produced at the University of Virginia 
 

¶ Our films have utilized the latest in high-end technology, including full-1080p High Definition digital, fully-digital 
post-production, Dolby Digital 5.1 surround sound, and digital music composition using Vienna Symphonic Library 

 
 

Production Operations, Specialties, and Collabo rators 

RiverBend Films can boast the completion of four feature-length films and over thirty short-films from every genre from 
documentary to political satire with many other films still in-production, including music videos, commercials, and action-
adventure films. Our principal achievements are the feature films The Receipt (our flagship film), Seven Days Under the 
Sun, Below the Beltway, and the short film Running Out of Time.  

Our principal specialty is digital film production and post-production in High 
Definition (1080p) utilizing the latest available technologies, including Dolby Digital 
5.1 surround sound and all methods of media delivery online, including QuickTime 
and Adobe Flash video in high definition. We do all post-production, including native 
HD video editing, sound editing, sound mixing, and final rendering, in-house utilizing 
the Adobe Creative Suite Professional CS3 (Premiere Pro CS3, AfterEffects CS3, 
Audition CS3, Soundbooth CS3, Encore CS3) as well as in-house home video 

production and distribution including DVD authoring and (forthcoming) high definition content for Sony Blu-Ray Disc. 
Most recently, The Receipt features over fifty minutes of score digitally composed and sequenced using the much-
acclaimed Vienna Symphonic Library Orchestra Ensemble Special Edition digital instrument suite. 

The principal owner and operator of RiverBend Films is filmmaker Kevin 
G. Bender, but over the years there have been a number of principal 
collaborators on major film projects. Our earliest collaborators on such 
short films as Eyes of the Distance were Kavi Jivan and Nicholas 
Theodosakis. Nick would go on to become a part of the collaboration 
team of Life's a Smoose which would also include Samantha Clarkson, 
Jessica Begans, Thomas Nash, Maleika Cole, Paul Shoemaker, and principal collaborator Ryan McElveen, which 
would also become the main collaboration team of Below the Beltway. Ryan would also be the primary collaborator on a 
number of short films along with Brooke Larson who would be a major collaborator and partner on both Below the 
Beltway and Running Out of Time. Rachel Bernstein would become a screenwriting collaborator on The Receipt and 
Twilight Upon the Walls of Avaricum (forthcoming script) and would join the current main collaborative team behind 
Receipt, including Michael Benonis, Kevin Collins, Sarah Elizabeth Edwards, Mauri Epstein, Matthew Marcus, 
Zachary Pruckowski, and music composer Kyle Ringgenberg. Kyle Ringgenberg, Zachary Pruckowski, and Matthew 
Marcus will rejoin Kevin G. Bender for The Artist, slated for release sometime in 2009. 
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A Brief History of RiverBend Films  
 
RiverBend Films was founded under the name of Bender990 Productions in 
September 2003 by then high-school student and filmmaker Kevin G. Bender. Its first 
film was a home video entitled A Day in the Life of a Cat, shot in 480i digital video and 
distributed online and on Video CD (mpeg1, 480 x 320i). The first short film was a 4-
minute narrative comedy entitled Checkmate starring Kevinôs younger brother Kollin 
Bender. Natureôs Fury, a 6-minute video chronicling damage caused by Hurricane 
Isabella, became its first documentary in October 2003. The crowning achievement of 
the early period was The York High School Class of 2004 Senior Slide Show, a 36-
minute memory video produced using a combination of video footage and Macromedia 
(now Adobe) Flash 7 formats. The film was also released on DVD in a special one-hour extended edition and brought-in 
revenue of over $500, which amounted to a profit of about $170. 
 
In July 2004, Bender990 Productions became AmrasSaralonde Films. The first film released under the new name was 
also the first feature film from Kevin G. Bender, the documentary Seven Days Under the Sun, which remained its greatest 
documentary filmmaking achievement until almost three years later. In October 2003, Kevin G. Bender and then fellow 
University of Virginia student Ryan McElveen embarked upon the first feature narrative film, Lifeôs a Smoose, a quirky 
political satire, which was completed and released in April 2007. Lifeôs a Smoose premiered at the University of Virginiaôs 
Salmagundi Film Festival on April 17, 2007, to an audience of about 150.  
 

Following Lifeôs a Smoose, AmrasSaralonde Films made a number of shorter 
projects before embarking upon what would be its most ambitious project yet, the 
lengthy drama/satire Below the Beltway, produced by Ryan McElveen, Kevin G. 
Bender, and Thomas Nash, all of Lifeôs a Smoose. In October 2006, just before 
Below the Beltway went into production, AmrasSaralonde Films officially became 
RiverBend Films, inc., which remains the name of the company to this day. During 
the extended production period of Below the Beltway, several short films were 
released, including the 5-minute experimental silent film Running Out of Time and A 
Day in the Life of a Cat 2, which was the first widescreen film from AmrasSaralonde 
Films. A Day in the Life of a Cat 3, which would round-out the Day in the Life of a 
Cat trilogy, would become the first film in High Definition in July 2007. 

 
Below the Beltway was finally released theatrically on February 26, 2007, in 
Charlottesville, Virginia. About 150 people were in attendance at the filmôs world 
premiere at Newcomb Hall Theatre on the campus of the University of Virginia. After 
only a brief hiatus from filmmaking, The Receipt, RiverBend Filmsô fourth feature-
length film was announced in April 2007. The Receipt, written by Rachel Bernstein 
and produced by Rachel Bernstein, Kyle Ringgenberg, Michael Benonis, and Kevin 
G. Bender, would go into production in September 2003. The film would eventually 
become the most ambitious film project ever attempted by undergraduate students at 
the University of Virginia, clocking-in at a final length of 80 minutes, featuring 50 
minutes of original musical score (the only feature-length film to feature a completely original score and an original vocal 
piece), shot in full-1080 high definition digital, and was the first student film to feature a full Dolby Digital 5.1 surround 
sound mix. With a final budget of over $9,000, it would also be the most expensive student film ever made. The Receipt 
premiered in Charlottesville, Virginia, on April 9, 2008, before an audience of some 250 people and would go on to 
considerable local media attention, critical acclaim, and would bring-in a revenue stream of $650 from online DVD sales 
and be viewed by thousands of people nationwide. The Receipt remains RiverBend Filmsô flagship film and greatest 
success and achievement to-date.  
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Biography of Filmmaker Kevin G. Bender  

Kevin G. Bender is an alumnus of the University of Virginia, 
Charlottesville, from which he graduated magna-cum laude with 
distinction in 2008 with a concentration in Christianity and Judaism in 
Antiquity. He is also a 2004 graduate of the International 
Baccalaureate Program, and in high school was Battalion 
Commander of his high school ROTC unit and was regional champion 
of Forensics extemporaneous speaking for two consecutive years. He 
is presently an accountant in Norfolk, Virginia. Kevin has been 
interested in films and filmmaking and has been informally writing film 
reviews since he was in middle school. He began film study in earnest 
in early high school and began some experimentation with basic 
filmmaking and film editing on digital 8. He also began to produce 

brief animated "films" in Macromedia (now Adobe) Flash Player formats, eventually garnering a repertoire of some 30-40 
presentations, animations, and brief films in Flash format. 

Kevin G. Bender's first experience with true professional filmmaking came during junior year of high school when he 
attended the Virginia Governor's School for the Humanities, where he took classes in film production, non-linear editing, 
lighting, and was trained principally as a cinematographer (director of photography). He helped produce and served as 
director of photography on several mini-projects there. After Governor's School, he purchased his own digital video 
camera and produced and edited his first independent short-film, A Day in the Life of a Cat, a seventeen-minute 
documentary featuring his parents' cats Maggie and Tommie in their daily routines. His second short film was Nature's 
Fury, an impromptu documentary of a tree falling in his backyard in the midst of Hurricane Isabel in September 2003. 

The biggest project of his early filmmaking career was his high school's Senior Slide Show and memory video, a 35-
minute (65-minute extended) series of videos and still photographs showcasing the high school lives of his classmates. 
The film premiered before the entire student body and some gathered faculty and parents (an audience of over 1,000) and 
took in over $500 in revenue. Until recently, it was the most successful film he has thus far directed. After high school, he 
produced the crown jewel of his early cinema achievement, his first true feature film and 50-minute documentary of beach 
week, Seven Days Under the Sun. The experimental and non-traditional cinema-verite documentary remains what is 
perhaps one of his greatest filmmaking achievements. 

Kevin G. Bender began attending the University of Virginia in September 2004, where he met-up with former Governor's 
School classmate and fellow UVa student Ryan McElveen to co-produce and direct his second feature film, Life's a 
Smoose, a quirky and unusual political satire. Life's a Smoose premiered at the University of Virginia's Salmagundi Film 
Festival at Newcomb Theatre in April 2007 before an audience of 100 people. After Smoose, Kevin G. Bender produced a 
series of small projects, including training videos, a workout video, several documentaries, a slide show, and the sequel A 
Day in the Life of a Cat 2. He then entered into a partnership with fellow UVa-student Brooke Larson, who co-wrote and 
produced the short film Running Out of Time, after which he changed the name of his production company from 
AmrasSaralonde Films to RiverBend Films. 

He then went into pre-production on the 53-minute feature film and social satire Below the Beltway, featuring the cast of 
Life's a Smoose. Below the Beltway remained in production until January 2007 and premiered at the University of 
Virginia's Newcomb Hall Theatre on February 26th 2007. Kevin G. Bender then went on to produce two more short films, 
A Day in the Life of a Cat 3, the third and final installment of the trilogy, and the first film he shot in true 1080 High 
Definition, and a promotional video. 

Kevin G. Bender has recently completed his largest, most ambitious, and most critically-acclaimed film to-date, the 80 
minute romantic comedy and bildungsroman, The Receipt, written by Rachel Bernstein and co-produced by Rachel 
Bernstein, Kyle Ringgenberg, and Michael Benonis, which premiered to rave reviews on April 9th 2008 in Charlottesville 
Virginia. The Receipt remains the most ambitious film ever produced by an undergraduate student at the University of 
Virginia to-date and the most successful film from RiverBend Films with a total viewership of several thousand and a 
revenue intake of over $650.00. 
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Production Portfolio  

Feature Films 

The Artist (In-Production) 

The Receipt (April 2008, 78 minutes) 

Below the Beltway (February 2007, 53 minutes) 

Life's a Smoose (April 2005, 52 minutes) 

Seven Days Under the Sun (July 2004, 50 minutes) 

Short Films  

Zeiders Clinical Counselor Recruiting Video (February 2009, 12 minutes) 

Brown Distributing of Florida Corporate Video (February 2009, 10 minutes) 

Brown Distributing of Richmond Corporate Video (January 2009, 8 minutes) 

Them Funky Earthlings Music Video (September 2008, 4 minutes) 

What's Writing a Few Numbers on a Receipt? The Making of The Receipt (April 2008, 35 minutes) 

A Disaster of a Double Date (April 2008, 12 minutes) 

Sequence Two: Tale of a Scene in Post-Production (April 2008, 21 minutes) 

A Day in the Life of a Cat 3 (July 2007, 4 minutes) 

Taking on the World (February 2007, 6 minutes) 

Behind the Beltway: Making Below the Beltway (January 2007, 20 minutes) 

Meet the Koreans (October 2006, 3 minutes) 

Running Out of Time (May 2006, 5 minutes) 

When Rick Met Ali (May 2006, 4 minutes) 

A Day in the Life of a Cat 2 (November 2005, 8 minutes) 

Heavenly Body System (August 2005, 45 minutes) 

Going Forth in Faith (June 2005, 5 minutes) 

From Smoose to Screen: Making Life's a Smoose (May 2005, 22 minutes) 

York High School Senior Slide Show (May 2004, 36 minutes) 

Stirrin' It Up in the 60s (April 2004, 25 minutes) 

Wide Sargasso Sea (April 2004, 21 minutes) 

Eyes of the Distance (January 2004, 17 minutes) 

Crusin' to New Heights (January 2004, 21 minutes) 

One Lonely December (December 2003, 40 minutes) 

Nature's Fury (October 2003, 6 minutes) 

Checkmate (September 2003, 4 minutes) 

A Day in the Life of a Cat (September 2003, 13 minutes) 
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Featured Productions  

 

The Receipt 
 
RiverBend Films' flagship film is The Receipt, its feature-length romantic 
comedy which premiered in Charlottesville, Virginia in April 2008. The film, 
whose entire cast and crew were at the time students at the University of 
Virginia, opened to considerable local media attention and local critical acclaim. 
The Receipt, with a final production budget of over $9,000, over 50 minutes of 
original musical score, a cast and crew of over fifty people, over 30 shooting 
locations, and clocking-in at 80 minutes long, is to this day the largest, most 
expensive, and most ambitious student film ever made at the University of 
Virginia and has been viewed by thousands of people nationwide.  
 
 

 
 
Below the Beltway  
 
Below the Beltway, a comedy/drama/satire released in February 2007, is one of RiverBend Films' most ambitious and 
successful productions. Below the Beltway is a highly-artistic film that follows the trials and tribulations of six northern 
Virginia suburbanites applying for the same minimum-wage job, but is principally an exploration of runaway greed and 
hypocrisy among America's well-to-do suburban youths.  
 

 
 
 

Seven Days Under the Sun 
 
Seven Days Under the Sun, completed in January 2007, was the first feature film and premiere 
documentary filmmaking achievement of filmmaker Kevin G. Bender. The film chronicles the 
post-high school beach week trip of several recent high school graduates. It is an 
unconventional cinema-verite style documentary without traditional narration or interview 
structures. The film remains one of the unique films from RiverBend Films and what is perhaps 
its greatest achievement in artistic picture editing styles. Until the release of Below the Beltway, 
it was also the flagship work of RiverBend Films. 
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The Receipt 
 
About the Film  

The Receipt is a full-length feature independent film produced entirely by students at the University of Virginia. With a final 
length of 80 minutes, a cast of 12 principals and countless extras, a highly-dedicated crew, a budget of almost $10,000, 
and drawing on the resources of the UVa Film Makers' Society, the Media Studies Department, the Department of Drama, 
and other UVa academic and business offices, The Receipt is the largest, longest, most expensive, and most ambitious 
project conducted at the University to-date. The was being shot and exhibited in full-1080p High Definition digital 
accompanied by a complete six-channel Dolby Digital 5.1 surround sound mix, becoming the first student film to have a 
full surround mix. It was also the first film from RiverBend Films to be featured on the Internet Movie Database (IMDb). 

The Receipt was also the first student film at UVa ever to have its own completely original musical score, which was 
composed, orchestrated, and conducted by graduate student Kyle Ringgenberg. It was entirely on location in and around 
Charlottesville, Virginia and on the campus of the University of Virginia. The film was written during the spring and 
summer of 2007 by UVa senior Rachel Bernstein and went into production under the guidance of producer/director Kevin 
G. Bender in September 2007. Leading the crew are director of photography Kevin Collins and co-producer and sound 
designer Mike Benoins. After a lengthy audition process in which over thirty students auditioned, Sarah Elizabeth 
Edwards, Mauri Epstein, and Matthew Marcus were selected to play the three principal characters: Evie, Norah, and 
Thomas. The Receipt made its world premiere on April 9

th
 2008, in Charlottesville, Virginia. 

 

Plot Synopsis of The Receipt 

The Receipt tells the story of two college seniors, Evie and Norah, who as they enter their final year of college begin to 
feel the weight of uncertainty about their respective futures. By a happy chance, and some instigating on the part of 
Norah, Evie suddenly falls for Thomas, a recent college graduate working at a resort restaurant for the summer as a 
waiter. The new relationship begins to make the shy Evie more open and outgoing, but as she spends more and more 
time with Thomas, Norah, nervous about her and Evie's futures and about the prospect of her friendship with Evie 
collapsing, becomes jealous and insecure, leading to conflict and betrayal. The Receipt is a story of friendship, romance, 
loyalty, forgiveness, and coming to realize who we are and becoming comfortable with ourselves and with those who care 
about us. 

 
Technical Specifications  

Shooting Format: Sony HDV 1440 x 1080i (1.33 pixel) High Definition digital video (mpeg2, 25Mb/s) 

Audio Recording Format: 32-bit, 96kHz mono 

 

Premiere Exhibition Format: 1920 x 1080-30p, High Definition digital video (mpeg2, 25Mb/s) 

Audio Exhibition Format: 24-bit, 48kHz Dolby Digital 5.1 Surround Sound 

 

DVD Video Format: 720 x 480-24p digital video (mpeg2, 10Mb/s) 

DVD Audio Formats: 16-bit, 48kHz Dolby Digital 5.1 Surround Sound and 2.1 Stereo Sound 
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Principal Cast and Crew  
 

Starring: 

 Sarah-Elizabeth Edwards (Evie)  
 Mauri Epstein (Norah) 
 Matthew Marcus (Thomas) 
 

Co-Starring: 

 Alexander Keevil (Calvin) 
 Gareth Whitlow (Ralph) 
 Jason Kobielus (Doug) 
 Kunal Doshi (Charles) 
 Gabrielle Moskey (Receptionist) 
 Kyle Ringgenberg (Eugene) 
 Vanessa Ochs (Professor) 
 

 

Directed by: 

 Kevin G. Bender 

 

Writing Credits: 

 Rachel Bernstein (Original Screenplay) 

 

Produced by: 

 Kevin G. Bender (Producer, Executive Producer) 
 Michael Benonis (Producer) 
 Rachel Bernstein (Producer) 
 Kyle Ringgenberg (Producer) 
 

Photographed by: 

 Kevin Collins (Director of Photography) 

 

Production Design by: 

 Kevin G. Bender (Production Designer)  
 Rachel Bernstein (Art Director) 
 

Edited by: 

 Kevin G. Bender (Picture Editor) 
 Michael Benonis (Sound Editor) 
 

Music by: 

 Kyle Ringgenberg (Original Score) 

 

Casting by: 

 Annie Steingold (Casting Director) 
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Production Still Photographs  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

On the set of The Receipt 

From left: Michael Benonis, Sarah-Elizabeth Edwards, 

Mauri Epstein, Kevin G. Bender 

On Location shooting The Receipt 

From left: Sarah-Elizabeth Edwards, Mathew Marcus, Kyle 

Ringgenberg, Zachary Pruckowski, Kevin G. Bender 

Recording audio on the set of The Receipt 

Kyle Ringgenberg 

Setting up a crane shot for The Receipt 

Kevin Collins, Director of Photography 

Setting up equipment for The Receipt 

Michael Benonis 

On the set of The Receipt 

From left: Sarah-Elizabeth Edwards, Mauri Epstein 


